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Psalm Ixvi. 13, 14, 

/ Mi go into thine boufe with hurnt^ 
offerings ; / will pay thee my vows^ 
which my lips have uttered^ and my 
mouth hath fpoken when I was in 
trouble. 

MA K Y art ttfi advantages of inward Kcty; 
Amongft other ineftimable effects, it mi- 
niilers very iblid relief and fupport under 
diftreffes, and beyond every thing elfe en* 
hances our IpleOings. It alleviates our diftrejfes by 
fending us to prayer^ the great privilege of iife^ 
which in its very nature not only carries the appear- 
ance, but is the adual exerdfe of hope, truft, and 
dependence on the All-wife, All-mighty, and Be- 
neficent Sovere^n and Difpofer of all things; It 
heightens our mercies and efyoytnents by infpiring the 
mod rapturous affeAions of the mind, praife and 
gratitude* 

For many months it pleafed God moll: juftly, but 
moft terribly, to threaten our native country with 
the mod complicated judgment : a judgment in- 
cluding the greateft variety of wretchedocfs, a mi« 
kry unmixed, unallayed with good, beyond any that 
I know ; I mean an inundation of Popery. We 
had feveral folemn calls from the Throne to unite in 
pouring out our prayers to Heaven : and it is well 
known we Proteftant Diffenters fct apaf t many more 
days for the fame work, on behalf of our King, 
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4 Vows made to God in a l!tme of trouble ^ 

and Country, and therein for all who arc embarked 
Vith us in uie fame common intereft. Every one 
ji^ho poffeffed and exercifed the reafon of a man faw 
the neceffity of it •, every one who had the inftindfs 
of humanity, or knew any thing of the diftates of 
religion, could not but pour out their very hearts 
with their prayers, as all was at ftake, and matters 
Ver e permitted, by a righteous God j to proceed to 
fxtrenaity. We perfevefed in our fupphcations to 
the Lord : at length he inclined his ear to us/ and 
heard our cry. Adored for ever be the God of 
power and the father of mercies ! he hath brought 
us out of the horrible pit and the miry clay : he hath 
extricated us out of difficulties from which we had 
little apprehenfion of being delivered, and hath ftt 
bur feet upon a rock : marveloufly reverfing our 
circumftaAces from that of a diftrafting confternation 
to real enjoyment, from inteftine war to domeftick 
peace, from delperation to liability. From hence 
he hath put a new fong into our mouths, even praife 
to our God : adding to his many former benefits a 
moft fignal prefervation. The Authority that fum- 
moned us to unite our Applications for help from 
above, hath now required us to repair to the divine 
throne, and to join in thankfgiving to the great 
giver of viftory, who hath made us to rejoice over 
6ur enemies. I own myfelf one, I hope, of thou- 
lands, who with an heart tranlported with joy re- 
ceived the order : and with the greater readinefs too, 
as, from the happy occafion, it was plainly an order 
from ahove^ from the mercy and goodnefi that reigns 
there, for the celebf ation of that goodnefs manifefted 
to our country, not to be thought of but with Ihouts 
of praife. That 1 might contribute Ibmething to- 
wards the rendering this a national aft, and thereby 
do the greater juftice to our glorious deliverer, in 
promoting the plealing fentiments and afFeftions of 
religious gratitude, I have chofcn the words no^ 
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with the Obligation to the Performance. 5 

read, which when confidered I hope will be found 
abundantly engaging and infpiring. 

This Ffalm was penned upon fome interpoGdoa 
of Providence, remarkable and affcfting from iti 
greatnefs and feafonablenefs ; which had engrofled 
the Audior*s mind, and thrown him into a tranfporc 
of joy. and praife. Like one overcome with the cnr 
dealing theme, he calls in aid from others, that he 
might do the more juftice to that God, whofe works 
of wifdom, power, and goodnefs had fo impreficd 
his own mind as to exceed all his own expreffion^ 
and merited all the contributions of praiife that he 
could raife from others. It is plainly a national de* 
liverance that is here acknowleged, a new joy created 
in the heart of a kingdom^ after a national groan. 
•' O blels our God, ye people^ and make the voice - 
of his praife to be heard !** v, 8. As if he had liud, 
'* God hath proved we are a land he careth for by 
the falvation he hath now wrought : let all therefore 
unite in the celebration of his Providence and praife 
in the beft: and moft folemn manner we are able, and 
by our chearful and hearty thanldgiviiigs declare how 
good we have found him, and that we are as grateful 
as his loving kindnefs demands/* To excite and 
engage every mind and heart that was interefted in 
the blefling to a fuitabk return, he difphys the good- 
nefs manifefted in the falvation, by recitii)g the dan- 
gers and , diftreffcs they had been under : ver. 10, 
II, 12. ^hou O God baft proved, us \ tbou baft tried 
us asfilver is tried: tbou brougbteft us into the net^ 
tbou laidft affiiSion upon our loyns : tbou baft caufed 
men to ride over our beads: we went tbro^ fire and 
thro* water ^ By thefe exprcffions he defcribes the 
fcverity of their tryals, the weight of their fuffcr- 
ings, and the variety of their miferics : The refkft- 
ing on thefe their late circumftances gave an addi- 
tional relifh to their rcftored bleflings, and an illu* 
ftrious furprize to that goodncls firora wWch their 
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6 Vowi made to God in a Htme of Trouble y 

)iM>p7 exchange of condition proceeded, which the 
Fmlmifl: then acknowleges and celebrates, hta tbou 
hafi at length irougbt us into a wealthy place^ or to 
« ftate of great enjoyment. Upon this luiVcy and 
comparifon of former and prefent circumftances, and 
under the fiiU convidlion that the happy alteration 
was eflfeAed by the immediate hand of God, he in 
die wcH-ds of the text forms a fblemn refblution upon 
k, which he hoped would be the refoliition of aU 
that were interemd in the deliverance with himfelf ; 
I will go into thine boufe with hurnt-offeringSj &c* 
I hope the ferious contemplation of the P^mift's 
refblve may inlpire our bre^fts with what is equal to 
lu5, and with a glow of gradtude relembling his^ 
fince our circumftances and obligauons are fb much 
die &me with his^ own. Let us then confider, 

I. The matter of his refblutioa. 

II. The ground of it. And then 

III. Apply both to our own ftate as we hate been 
a very diftreffed, but now a people &ved of the 
Lord. 

I. I would confider the matter of the P&lmift^s 
refolution in the text, which is thus expreffed, " I 
will go into thine houfe with burnt-offerings, I will 

Say thee my vows." I think it may be of fervice 
iftinftly to confider the particulars of this his gene- 
ral refolve. He would bring his burnt-offerings — 
He would pay his vows — and He would bring the 
one to and pay the other in the houfe of the Lord — 
To begin. He would bring bis burnt-offering. This 
was ^eeable to that difpenfation of Religion the 
Mdm& was under, which confifted much in exterr 
Tial rites, particularly lacrifices; varying for kind 
recording to the reli^ous dilpofition of the mind 

which 
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which they were defigned to exprcfe, and the moral 
duty intended to be figmfied and » pointed to by 
thofe fymbols. Bumt-offeringa.lK:re mentioned were 
general acknowlegetinents of C^'s abiblute dominion 
and propriety in the olSa^y and all that he had i 
teflimonies of honour «nd regard to him as their So- 
vereign and Lord. But they were alfo ufcd opoa 
fpecial occafions and calls for giving him honour, as 
expre(Qons of requeft and fopplicadons for the divine 
bleffing on undertakings, or for obtaining the divine 
help * ; and alio as acblowlegements of favours re- 
ceived, or exprcflions of gratitude. Thus Noah of- 
fered his burnt-offerings in teftimony of the divine 
goodnefs for his falvation amidft the general deluge f. 
In the ![afne manner did David and the whole congre- 
gation Mefs the Lord God of their fathers for the 
happy pofture of their publick affairs ||* It is evi- 
dent alfo that they are fpecified in the text, as rites 
of expreffmg Religious gratitude, as teftimonies of 
an obligation to God for favours received, and to 
declare the Pfalmift*s fenfc of the divine deliverance 
and falvation. 

But he adds alfo, " I will pay thee my vows.? 
A vow is a folemn prpmife made to God of fome 
aft or a(5ls, expreffive of his honour, and intended 
for his glory. We often read of thefe made by holy 
men of old, and accompanying their prayers when in 
purfuit of a fpecial mercy, under particular fears and 
troubles. Thus Jacob under fiich circumftances vow^ 
. ^ a vow unto the Lord ; the general nature of whicl^ 
js plainly defcribed by his manner of expreflii^ hhn- 
felf. ^^ If, iaith he, God will be with me and keep 
me in the way that I go — ^then (hall the Lord be my 
God,*' or Iwill worlhipandfervehihfi§. Not that 
his ferving of God ihould depend upon his fuccouring 
and protcifling him, but that the extraordinary ap- 
pearances 

* Pf. XX. 2, 3. f Gen. viii. 20; { i Chrbn. xxi* 
2; 21. J Gen. xxviii. 20. ' 



8 Vows made to God in a Time of Trouble^ 

pcarances of God on his behalf, which his then cii^ 
cumftance retpired for his fafety, fhould be acknow- 
leged by peculiar hOm^e and extraordinary devotion. 
Thefc vows, or promts made to God, are a diftate 
of natural Reli^on : reafpn untaught hath direfted to 
them in times of trouble 5nd dilftrefs, as in the cafe of 
the heathen niarifters *. They are evidently implied 
m every prayer we put up to God 5 but I think it is 
hardly fuppofable, that fopplication can be made to 
Heaven in times of great exigency, without fome- 
thing vtryfolemn and explicit of this kind. In con- 
firmation, of this we find, that the hearing of prayer is 
«Kprefled by the hearing of vows f: as if addreffes to 
God were ever accompanied with promifes made to 
liim. Now the payment or performance of thefe enr 
gagemen ts, which the Pfalmift had laid himielf under 
upon the receipt of the divine favour, he folemnly re- 
ives upon. I will pay my vows. As if he had 
feid, ** When under my troubles I made my earneft 
** addrefles to thee, O Lord 5 entreating thee to 
** avert them, or to deliver me : I engaged at the 
*' fame time for thofe acknowlegements that fhould 
^* teftify my grateful fenfe of thine appearances for 
•* me. My promifes therefore I will now difcharge : 
** fince I have obtained thy gracious regards, I will 
** evidence my own lincerity and faithfulnefs.** Here 
let us obferve, that thefe vows were things quite dir 
iBnft from the burnt-offerings, tho' the one was of- 
fered and the other paid upon the fame occafion, and 
they both expfeffed the fame difpofition. For it is 
ciddent from other places, that no facrifices of whatr 
ever number or kind were accepted, but as they were 
accompanied with the gratitude of the heart, and the 
payment of the vows, of which they were only the 
rites and fymbols If. As prayers for mercy in times 
of difbefs were accompanied with vow,s of^ gratitude, 
fo praife upon mercy received was ever attended with 

the 

• Jonah I f6. 't P^- i^J' 5^ II P^- 1- ^3» H- 



^ith tJfe Obligation io the Performance, g 

the payment of thofe vows, which was but another 
expreffion for thankfulrifefs ♦. There was nothing 
mbre awfully charged upon the Jews, nothing to 
which they efteemed thermelves fnoreftrongly bounds 
than the performance of promifcs to God, made in 
the purfuit of his gracious and fpecial appearances f. 
But there is foitiething more in the matter of the Pfal- 
mift^s refolutiofn, viz. that he would offer his facri- 
fices, and pay his vows in the houfe of the Lord. 
Since it was a publick deliverance he was celebrating, 
his acknowlegement fhould be publick : it was one in 
which a nation was concerned^ therefore he would 
engage as many as he could to be witnefTes and par- 
ties in the celebration of the divine praife ; that he 
might rivet in their minds the remembrance of what 
God had done for them, and of what he and they 
had engaged to do for him. This was to add a So- 
lemnity to the aft ; and. that the extenfivenefs of the 
blelTmg might be anfwered by numbers uniting in their 
grateful acknowlegements. Thus upon the whole 
it is plain, that the matter of the Pfahnift^s refolution 
was gratitude to God. A work which we are this 
day met to employ oiirfelves in as a Nation ; called 
to it by Providence, and by our Prince, on the ac- 
count of a national deliverance wrought for us by the 
divine hand, demanding our mofl liberal and fervent 
acknowlegements, and the moft faithful and punc- 
tual fulfilment of our folemn engagements. 

Since the text contains only z general refolution for 
Religious gratitude, it may be proper to offer fomcr 
thing as to the nature of the duty, that we may know 
what facrifice of praife we arc called to bring into the 
houfe of God, yea to offer continually to him, under 
our more fpiritual difpenfation, and under our prefcni 
triumphs in mercy and goodnefs. Now in order to 
dur underftanding the nature of this duty, I would 
give this definidon of it. ** It is an inward and an affec- 

G ling 
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10 Vows made to God in a l!ime of trouble ^ 

^agfenfc of our mercies as the. cffc£l of the divine 
beneficence, expreffing itfejf in a Suitable manner tO; 
jirard$ Dur beneiaftor.** XHs might be enlarged on, 
but 1 lhal| only fuggeft a few hints for our better un- 
derftanding it, 

** Gratitude to God is an inward and an affefting 
fenle of our mercies, as the e^eft^of the diyjne benefi* 
cence : ' ' It is love pxcited.by a fenfe of obligation : the 
jpxercife of warm afFeftions,, producpd by a fenfe of 
goodnefs. It is the. thankful heart that is the foul and 
life of every facrifice 9f pr^ife : no fqi>gof thi^t kind carx 
have any harmony in th.e divine ear, but as it is diftateci 
hy a mind under the lively and fcnfible imprefllons of 
Joving-kindnefe. It muft have its rife from within, 
and become a principle in the very foul. This confc* 
crates all the outward expreflions of it, and gives theni 
^hcir worth, their very reality — Further, gratitude to 
God proceeds from a fenfe of our mercies as the effelf 
4^ the divine beneficence. The hand of God, his wif- 
dom, power, and goodnefs ai the joint fource of the 
bjeflings we rejoice in, is the ground and reafon of it : 
his concern and agency therein infpires and direfts it. 
The mind duly thankful to God doth not overlook 
inftruments, who may have been the moxtvijible 
and immediate caiifcs of good to it: it prevents that 
beyond every thing elfe: for when we are juft to our 
great benefaftor, and give him what i$ his due, it is the 
greateft fecuri ty of univerfal juftice. But though fuch. 
a mind regards inftruments, it doth not flop and cen- 
tre there: its eye and exercifes rife much higher: it 
looks upon every caufe of joy and triumph, by what- 
tever means obtained, as the wgrk of the Lord, and 
the operation of his hand: through every fccond 
caufe it eyes ^firji^, and efteems all that is vifible but 
as means in an invifible hand, employed thereby, abfo- 
lutely depending both for quaUfi^tions and fervices 
pn a fuperintending mind, and a fupreme will and pow- 
er. It is only as God is apprehended the Sovereign 

caufe 
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caufc in the beftowmcnt, or in the reftoration of blefT- 
ings, that he becomes th^aSual objeft of our praifesc 
as the fenfe of this is lively or languid, our hearts 
will be warm or cold, fervent or indifferent in reJpeia 
of returns to him. WKen once our falvations and 
• deliverances are contemplated as* his works of mercy^ 
and wrought out by his hand, there is fomcthing in 
the tranfcenient excellency of his nature/^^^W/y furti^ 
moriing and uniting the powers of the human foul 
in gratitude. His glorious greatnefs gives a very im- 
prefling weight and worth to the difplays of his good- 
nefs; and the All-furpaffing glories of his nature raifc 
the furprife of the mind, and the value of the benefits^ 
which naturally enlarges the heart and opens the lips 
in wonder, love, andpraife. An heart infpired with 
the moft fervent love,^ with the moft devout aflFec^ 
tions, and a tongue loofened and employed ip the ttgh 
praifes of God, are the natural effofts of thii finglc 
convidion, when lively and flrong, ** that he is the 
fource of all the bleffings we rejoice in, they are a£L 
theeffeftsof his Providential mercy and goodnefe*. *^ 
This brings me to the other part of the definition^— Re** 
ligious gratitude implies theVATpri^^sPf the fcnfe of our 
merciei as divine hti^oyrfmmxsinamannirJkHiible to^ 
t Bern J and worthy of our great Benefa£lor^ Whea 
Bavid had beeh reflefting upon his great diftreflci, 
and the feafonable etpericnce he had had of the divine 
goodneis in his fupports under them, and falvation 
from them, he breaks out into a grateful enquiry^ 
^ Whit "(hail I r«tt&r to the Lord for all his benefits 
towards ttie f ? '* What returns fhall I make ? in 
what way (hall I acknowlege my obligation, anfwer- 
flible to the greatnefs and multitude of his mercies ? 
Now in reply to this important enquiry,, the firft thii^ 
that offers itielf is — Solemn adoration, worfhip, and 
hbmsige, infpired by a ^fe of benefits ; the entring 
ihto his ^tes'with thankf^ving, and into his courts 
•■ v^f^-^ 'V \ e a- ■ " ■ : widfc 

f PCciii. i.tsff. iK^cxvLia. 
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vrith praifc ; as wc profefs and ought to do on this 
day : with loyal and devout hearts to magnify his 
name, or to give him the glory of what he hath done 
for us. Thefe afts of grateful acknowlegement are as 
natural to the humane mind, upon 2Lt\yJignal benefits 
efpecially, as fupplications and prayers under a fenfe 
of want : and particularly when a loft bleffing is at 
'firfi reftored, or when we are firft reinftated in the 
poffeflion of thofe we had given up for gone. Then 
the thankful heart will bend the knee, and devoutly 
Expatiate in various forms of expreffion on the obli-.- 
gations the loving kindnels of God hath laid it under* 
aflfefting even to aft to the utmoft ftretch of its capa- 
city. But this, tho' moft fuitable and worthy, is not 
enough for God, nor is it enough for the foul itfelf* 
duly imprefled with the feafonable and companionate 
regards of Heaven : the very nature of the thing be- 
fpeaks the cberijbing the grateful fentiment, and ths 
performing all its religious exercifes under the influ- 
ence and power of it. The appeal that the Prophet 
makes in the name of God as to the Jews falling and 
humiliatiort,*)may with equal propriety and juftice be 
applied to thank%iving : " is it fuch a faft as I hav^ 
chofen, for a man to afflift his foul for a day* V^ 
From hence are we not fumilhed with an appeal as to 
the fervices of this day ? " Is it the facrifice of pr^(^ 
that God now calls for and will accept, to ht grateful 
for a day ? " Is that enough for him ? Doth thatan^ 
'iwer to his benefits ? And fhall that ferve us ? Who, 
with the properties of human nature, can be altogether 
unaffefted by rare and unexpefted Providences, by 
furprizcs of goodnefs ! But is it a gratitude that merits 
the name, whichdiesasaflafli, is dried up as the dew, 
and hath its birth and death, as it were, the fame day P 
Every oric*s own confciencc may here be left to deter- 
mine : and I am perfuaded will give this as its verr 
dift, " that fince the whole of life may, fo'it Ihould 

• carry 
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carry the fignatures and expreflions of a continued 
gratitude; ask may, fo it ought to be regulated and 
.ajiimated by a fenfc of the engagements divine mercy 
Jiath laid us under^- and thereby become a perpetual 
hymn of praife to our adorable bencfadtor ** — Pur^ 
Tuant to this, religious thankfulnefs will exprels itfelf 
by a watchful care againft every thing ofFenfive and dif- 
pleafing to God. As this appears to be the property 
of any afts to fuch a mind, it will be an efFeftual dif- 
fuafive ; fince the commiflion of. them would be the 
violation of very ftpong engagements to love and good- 
\nefs. The ftcrilices of the wicked, including their 
praifes as well as prayers, muft be, and for the fame 
reafon too, an abomination to the Lord * : nothing 
can be imagined more contradiftory than a grateful 
heart and a viciou^Jife : the one is love, and love 
inflamed too ; the other in its very nature is difaffec- 
tion and enmity : the one acknowleges abundant obli- 
gation to God, the other denies it by oppofitionand 
affront. The mind then, that knows any thing of 
gratitude as a principle, will rejeft temptations to fin 
from its bemg ofFenfive to God ; arid as far as watch- 
fulnefs and care extends will ad under this ftanding 
refolve, in a dependence on divine aid, *' wherein I 
have done iniquity, I will do no more '* — ^Again, a 
due fenfe of our obligations to divine goodnefs will 
exprefs itfelf, by a faithful devoting ourfelves to the 
fervice of God. It lets the moft perfeft obfervance 
of the divine will in the light of gratitude and jufticc, 
and prompts to the pleafing and honouring its bene- 
faftor, as the very bcfl: &crifice it can offer. . Wh^n 
the Pfalmift had communed with his own foul what 
returns he ftiould make to God for his benefits, he 
thus determines, Lord I am tiy fervant, truly I 
am thy S,ervantf, " Returns thou mayeft juftly ex- 
" pcft, and what other can I make, than, that as 
,^ all I have cometh of thine hand, I give thee back 

" thine 
f Prwr. xd. 27. f PfiJm qivi, i^t 
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•* thine own ? from thy loofing my bonds of fear and 
^* pain, thou haft laid a bond upon me to live and die 
" in thy fervice, which I will ever cpnfefs. ** Wecan- 
pot properly ftand in any new relation to God, for wc 
are already bis by every tide and claim : but we may 
come under additional obligations from the muldtudc 
or marvclloufnefs of his merciful appearances, which, 
as they are calk for fervice and obedience, can never 
be anfwercd but by fomething fi^l, and in proportion 
to themfelves. But this will be further evidenced, 
and brought nearer to our own cafe, by confidering 

IL The ground oi the Pfalmift's rdblution. He 
determines to pay his vows to God, and fubjoins this as 
thtreafonof bk refolve, becaufe " they were vows that 
he had made in the time of his trouble/' Now the en- 
quiry here, is, what there wa^^n his making thofc 
pronxifes to God in the tme of his trouble^ that was a 
ground and reafon for his making them good, when 
delivered out of it ? I think this circumftance refpeft- 
ing his vows contains three very ftrong arguments for 
berfprmance, to a mind on which reafon or religion 
hath any prevailing influence, viz. By that means on- 
rly the finccrity of them can be evidenced — The obli- 
gations to the performance of fuch vows are as many 
for number, and ftrong for kind as wc can well be 
under — ^And conicquendy, in cafe of failure here, the 
crime rpuft be of the moft aggravated nature, and the 
guilt of the deepeft dye— Ifthele are taken togedier 
they will, add^ weight to each other. 

1. Vqws Tnadc in. the time of trouble ought in a , 
ipeeial majjner to be paid, fince by that means only 

. the finccrity of them can be evidenced. This is a 

. realbn indeed cgmmpn to all the regular promiies 
that we make •, but as.it.muft indifpiitably belong to 

r thpfc.we.niakq toQod, its force in that cafe muft be 
Very. great. Every one will agree with me that per- ' 

.ioi^mance, ^en it can be,, is the only way of tcftify- 
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ing that we were in good eameft in our engagements : 
ind what is the allowed rult of jud^ng between min 
and man, is tht prefcribed way of jud^ng of man'i 
tranfaftions with God. It is very natural in times of 
diftrefs to cry unto Cod for help ; the mind of its own 
zccovA betakes itfelf to him under the torrent of its 
feai^, and the wdght of its preflures : and it is as 
natural to engage for apd promife fomething for the 
future in return for the divine regards. Ugon what 
could any who cither knew God, or underftood what 
they were about, expeft the ear of their Heavenly 
Father ? but upon the fincerity of their hearts in their 
appficatioh, of which he was a competent "Witneft. 
"And wherein could they think their fincerity confifted ? 
but in their meaning as xh^h fkid, in the correfpond- 
ence of the mind to the a6^ and in the concurrence 
of their hearts with what their lips Uttered before God. 
But now, if upon the pbtaining our requcfts, our 
prayers and vows (hould be no more regi^ed, it is 
Highly probable that at the time they were not excited 
*pr animated by any principle truly religious : but what- 
ever profcflion was made of the honour of G<xl, wc 
fneant only ourfelves ; that our regards of him went no 
tarther, than to fave iand feCure ourfelves by him. 
That this is not an imaginary cafe the Prophet aflures 
us, and by the pifture he draws of it, it looks like a 
common one, tho' he declares in God's name it i^a 
'deteftable one ; They have not cried unto me with their 
hearty when they howled upon their beds : they ajfemble 
thenifelves for corn and wine * The plain import of 
which is this : *' Their urgent and iinportunate cries 
to me, and all their profeflions and purpofes therein 
declared, were not from any pf mciples of true repent- 
ance, of which they had the appearance : they were 
wholly extorted by their fufferings and fears •, they 
were only intended to remove my judgments, or to 
procure of me what they wanted.'* Now whatever 

wc 
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we may imagine, through inattention to ourfelves, a$ 
to the principles that influenced our prayers and vowS 
to God in the time of our trouble, there is great rea- 
fon to conclude, it was only corn and wine^ or the 
continuance of our enjoyments, that was the fource 
and centre of all, if, they being reftored, our regard?f 
and engagements to God are dropped.. This is infin- 
cerity ; and from the circumftance of our trouble, it 
becomes douhU iniquity. But let the principle, or 
the intention of our hearts be ever fo good at the 
time of making our vows, it's certain we have no 
claim to fincerity before God^ or in his eftimate, if 
they are forgotten or violated when the apprehen-' 
fions that occafioncd them are removed : it is per^ 
formance that he requirea^in evidence of our upright-^ 
nefs : in the want of i^ t^Jorefore our guilt and deme- 
rit is abundantly enhanced by the gracious regards 
he (hews to our requefts. 

2. The obligations to the making good of fuctf 
proniifes, are as many for number, and great for 
Idnd, as we can well be under. It is fuppofed that 
God hath heard prayer, and granted us the blefling. 
we fought to him for in the time of our trouble : ana 
in this light are we to fet the fulfilment of our ea*-- 
gagements to him in refped of obligation. This I 
lay is as great as we can well be fuppofed to be ua- 
der — Let us confider our vows as voluntary afts, ast 
what we made with the greateft freedom and readi-^ 
nefs. This the Pfalmiil: intimates his own were, when 
he faith, they were fuch as his lips had uttered^ an£ 
his mouth hadfpoken. He was under no compulfion 
or external conftraint thereto, but under the view He 
had of things, his reafon and confcience prompted 
him thereto, as afts moft fit, reafonable,. and worthy 
both of God and himfelf- — Let us confider the time 
when fuch promifes are made, viz. when we are un- 
der a great and prefling exigency, not knowing what 
to do s human wifdom, policy, and power feem no 

way 



with the Obligation to the Performance. 17 

way a match for it : we have nothing on which to day 
our minds, or to keep our hope ahve, but the wilUom, 
power, and good providence of God : this only gives 
any cheering anfwer to our anxious inquiries, pro- 
mifes any thing to our importunate defires, minifters 
any calm to our fears, or prevents their overwhelm- 
ing us. At fuch a critical ]\m^urt we cry and feek 
to God ; and with our prayers join our engagements 
and promifes. What is the language of iuch vows 
but this ? " Could we but obtain the regards of Hea- 
ven they would abundantly merit, and are richly worth 
the acknowlegements of a life : would God but now 
interpofe with his timely and fufficient aid, he would 
by this fingle a£t purchafe us for himfelf, and all that 
our warmeft affedions, emplo^ng every power of 
our nature, or pbffeffion in our hands, could return, 
would be but gratitude." Well : our importunate and 
almoft defpairing cries are heard : God appears when 
and as our cafe required : his helpis vouchfafed when 
we moft wanted it, and at a feafon, when, had it been 
with-held, we had been plunged in the horrible pit, 
and had received our doom of mifery, in our own 
apprehenfion, for life — Now, what principle is there 
by which the humane mind can be influenced, what 
motive by which the humane heart can be afFeded 
and engaged, which doth not prcfcnt itfclf, and make 
its demand for the fulfilment of vows nr.ade to God 
in times of fuch diftrefs, when he hath marveloufly 
appeared, in anfwer to prayer too, and delivered out 
of it ? Confequently 

3. Vows made to God in great trouble, unpaid 
upon deliverance and faivation wrought out by him, 
infer a crime of the moft aggravated nature, and a 
guilt of the deepeft dye. This is confirmed by what 
the common reafon of mankind leads thrm to expe<5t 
and demand as juftice from one another, and hath 
agreed in cafe of failure to brand as deteftable in all. 
For our greater conviftion let us only afk ourfelves ; 

D could 
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could wc prevaricate with God in the time of our 
diftrefs ? or would not the very apprebenfion di our 
infmcerity and mockery when we were crying to him 
for his help, have ftruck our minds with an horror, 
gready increafing that of our drcumftance ? But is 
not the noH'perforfnance of promises then made the 
very fame thing in its own nature? doth it not 
amount to a prevaricating with him at the time f is 
it not downright perfidioufnefi, injuftice, and the 
mod complicated ingratitude ? Nor is fuch a befaai* 
viour lefs, but far more, deteftable with God than it 
can be with man^ who from the perfection of his unt 
derftanding difcems more of its deformity, and fioni 
his perfedb redtitude muft look on it with greater afah 
horrence. Thus the wife man afiiires us he is highly 
offended with ddufive promifes, and efteems them as 
impious mockeries and contemptuous affronts*. 
Language cannot fiimifh with words, nor our fenle 
of moral wickednefs fupply us with fentiments, that 
are more intrinfically odious, than thofe belonging to 
this — To fum up what faiath been faid lin^r this 
head : if ever we are fincere, furely it fliould be when 
on the brink of ruin crying to God for help and fuc« 
cour: if there is any folemnity in our tranlaftions, it 
muft be in our religious engagements to God, when 
fblliciting his regards in an hour of extremity : if 
ever we can be under obligation, it muft be for 
compailion and favour difplayed in a time of diftrefi^ 
and in proportion to the degree of it : and if any 
thing can hold an humane mind, fure it muft be the 
bonas it liath laid upcxi itfelf when in purfuit of 
mercy and ialvation ^m Heaven, whilft the very 
foleflingis granted purfuant to its fervent and repeated 
requefts. 

What hath been already fuggefted was defigned t^ 
prepare our minds, and to d^fe to an attention to 
what was propofed, viz. 

in. The 
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III. The applicadon of all to our preient ftate and 
circumftancesy as a nation God hath wonderfully ap- 
peared for. I fhould think myfelf very happy could 
I enkindle thofe grateful ientiments,and engrave thofe 
impreffions upon the minds of any with my own, 
that mzy be expelled from Chriftians, and Proteflants, 
and that become Men : fuch as, in a cafe like ours, 
we ourfelves Ihould reproach Pagans as brutifh, were 
they deftitute of them. I would therefore fuggefi: 
fome dungs to awaken and keep alive an holy pious 
joy in God, that may engage us to pay the vows 
we made to him in the rime of our trouble. I would 
proceed gradually — ^Let us confider then ferioufly 

I. Is not the deliverance we are this day cele- 
brating worth fometbing t Did not the importunity 
of our cries, our perfevering application to God for 
it, tefttfy thus much ? Did not the encreafing terrors 
of our minds under the delays of the divine appear- 
ances, and the bare apprehenfion of our prayers be* 
ing (hut out, proclaim it ? Let us review a little the 
ftate we were in-^— An invader had entred the king- 
dom : infignificant indeed in himfelf, and as to the 
power and force he brought with him ; but abetted 
by two powerful inveterate enemies, France and 
Spain^ and relying upon the numbers of difaffedted 
favages where he landed, attempts a rebellion in the 
kingdom, and to involve us in a civil war. It was 
at a ieaibn, when through the demands of a foreign 
war, the natk}n was in a manner naked as to force. 
The cloud that was at firft very fmail, quickly over- 
(pread our horizon. Many came prefently in to his 
itandard, ^ready difciplined by bruulity, inftigated 
by the prolpe£t of plunder, to which they came hun- 
gry and eager as wolves. The invader advances 
with a confiderable force : becomes matter of the 
capital dty of the North, and meets with great en- 
couragement to proceed. Flulhed herewith he en* 
gages with di& King's forces, and obtains a vi^ory 

D A over 
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over the only confidcrabic body of troops, that could 
prefently be got together to make any head agsunft 
thenfi •, which it is highly probable they knew to be 
the cafe, as well as we. Had they purfued their 
fuccefs by a fpcedy advance towards this city, which 
one would have thought the condufters he had with 
him would immediately have fuggefted, I know of 
no vifible means that (hould have flopped their pro- 
grefs thro* a country, under an abfolute conftemation, 
abounding too much with peijured felonious wretches 
ready to lift themfelves — even till they had arrived 
at the very palace. But he, who hath an immediate 
accefs to the mind, and turns the heart of man, as 
we turn the ftreams of water, gave theirs another 
turn : they redre back, till God, by a fpecial com- 
iniflion to his winds, with an incredible fpeed fent a 
confidcrable body of our national troops to receive 
them, if they (hould proceed. This in a little time 
they do 5 even into the very heart of the kingdom ; 
encreafing daily in numbers without any oppofition. 
Great preparations wiere at the fame time made in 
France for a defcent upon our coafts •, whereby our 
land force was unavoidably, and in a confiderable de- 
gree, drawn off from die rebellion in our own bor- 
ders, which contributed to its prdgrefs, and might 
have proved an encouragement to infurredlions in fe- 
veral parts of the kingdom at once : nor could the 
eye of the nation fay whither the force they had 
fhould be fent, not knowing upon what part of our 
Very extenfive coaft the enemy would land. The 
fad experience of this land told us, what the confs' 
quences of thcfe attempts muft be, if fuccefsful ; and 
to human appearance their fuccefi was to be reckoned 
upon. Thefe were no lefs than the murder of our ho- 
neft and worthy Prince and his family, the innocents 
thereof not excepted : and by that means the fub- 
verfion of the beft of Governments and of the purcft 
Religion -, fucc^edcd by tyranny ecclefiaftical and 
5 civiU 
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civil, fuperftition, maffacre and flavcry in their moft 
hideous forms, and in their ftill -revolving train of 
vfocs — Thefe being the terrors without, the inward 
fears were proportionably diftrafting : Heaven frown- 
ed, earth threatned ; above were clouds, below were 
waves': all the wifdom and courage, the power and • 
prayers of the nation were fummoned againft the 
execrable attempt, and all was litde. enough. Wc 
had nothing comparatively left us to fapport our 
minds, but the power and providence of God : and 
from the confcioufnefs of our tranfgreifions, our 
hope therein was fadly reduced and faint. The rc- 
fleding on our pad deliverances, and on the number 
and greatnefs of our long-enjoyed mercies, inftead 
x)f relieving, enhanced the diftreffes • of our minds^ 
from the jufl apprehenfion ourownconfciences excited^ 
that the God who had delivered, and had been fo ill 
requited, would deliver no more. Whatever. Pro* 
teflant powers might have thought fit to do out of 
policy, or for the preferving the balance of power, 
after we were become a prey to our enemies ; yet 
how little dependence had we on them for fuccours 
to prevent that fatal cataflrophel And before any 
thing could be done to rcfcue us, what havock would 
the fword, the gallows, and the flames, under the 
management of a lawlefs mifcreant crew, have made 
with the properties and poflefllons of a wealthy happy 
people, and with the belt blood, the moft valuable 
lives in the nation! — Thus we walked for many 
months in the midft of trouble and racking perplex- 
ity : but God hath revived us : he ftretchcd forth 
his hand againft the wrath of the enemy, and his 
right hand hath faved us. When every fmiling hope 
had almoft forfaken us, and the horrors of the moft 
complicated mifery furrounded us, wc cried, and 
God was entreated. He hath confounded the fons 
of violence, delivered us from our fears ; fruftrated 
the dcfigns of Hell j laid our enemies dead at our 

feet; 



22 Vows made fo God in a ^ime of Trouble ^ 

&CC ; £iai3died us as bnmds oat of the burning ; and 
Ikith caufed us to triumph' ^orioufly. Thy right 
hand, O Lord, b become glorious in power! thy 
right liand faath dalhed the enemy to pieces ! Thou 
Jaft turned our nxiumful fafts into joy, gladnels,. 
and a chearfidfeafl: ! haft made bare thine holy arm 
(HI our beiialf, and reftored ouralmoft diflblved ftate! 
Nor let h: Jx 09ierlooked ; the God of our mercy 
imxhpr€vmfed us with the Ueflings of his goodneis I 
bcv deliverance is amf/r^^, z prefervaiion : whereby 
we^are bufpify ^turant of many inexpreffible miferies, 
in&Uibly confequent upon our enemies fucoels. Bleffibd 
be the l^ord that hath not giyen us a prey to their 
teeth ! -^From this very imperfeft lepraentation of 
the cafe we were in, I perfuade myfelf none can he^ 
ihite a mooient, whedier the marvellous loving kind- 
nefi chat God hath ihewn to us is not worthy^- 
ibi^. But 

2. liOt us confidor whether it doth not merit M 
tbta Hod refdres in a way of return. We muft ac- 
knowl^e tonethxng is due : he iiath fbme demands 
upon n iot fiubz falvation. And now, O Britain^ 
what doth ibt Lordtby God require of thee ! but tp 
take bad t$ tbyfdfleaft tbeu forget^ the things thai 
ibine eyes baoe feen^ and leafi tbey depart from tbine 
heart all the days of thy life: what doth he require 
of tiiee ! hut to fear the Lord thy Godj that Lord 
that hath proved himfelf a God, a benefador, to 
thee, ty walking in his ways j by hving and ferving 
4be.Ijord thy God with all thine hearty and with M 
iiyfiml ^. And is this too much ? Is it beyond the 
merit 3ofJiis forprifing appearance for us i Will not 
the imarvellous loving Icindnefs he hath juft now 
ikewn.us, fupportifuckadaim as that, and render 
it 9i\.debti had we no former &vours of the like 
ldnd:to engage xa ? Eipecially, fince it was not more 
apfiarent in ibe cafe* of that rdbellious and fiubbom 

people, 
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people, the Jews, ^han it is in our own, that it was 
not for our righteoufnefsy or for the goodnefi of 
our behaviour towards God, that he drove our ene* 
mies out of the land ; it was not becaufe we were 
deierving of luch a favour ; but purely for his name 
and bis merdes lake. Suppofe with hk $ that when 
our fears were at the very lugheft, as about the leventh 
of December laft, when a terror run through die land 
in a few hours, that Providence had by ibme me** 
thod aflfured us of the ^livation and vidory which 
we now celebrate, upon fame unknewn terms and 
conditions that fhould be prqwfed to us — ^fet me aflc, 
whether every proteftant, our gracious Sovereign^ 
our Princes and Nobles, not excepted, would not 
have implicithf confented to any demands that a w&. 
and good Providence could Kave made ; and have 
elleemed them reafonabie and advantageous^ when 
accompanied with the mercy of fucb a deltveranos 
from fucb enemies ? I perfuade myfelf every think* 
ing perfon will anfwer in the aflbrmadve. Well 
then ; is not this great falvation worth the employ-t 
ment of all the authority, influence, and force of 
exampk, that can be exensd, for the fpreading and 
m^ntuning the honour of the Lord of hofts, our 
great Deliverer ; by eiqprefling and fecuring art^ard 
to his lacred name, bis day, his laws and iirfEku^ 
tions ; whereby the eafe of government, the ftabi- 
lity of the throne, and the civil peace is beyond 
every other means promoted at the &me tim^ ? Vi 
we had been enjdned fome confiderabk feveriiies and 
felf-denidsj would we not have compned, to have 
efcaped the miferies, and to have enjoyed the mer- 
cies, that we are all icnflble is our happy cafe by our 
late providential refcue in the hour of eaoremity ? 
How much more when God requires nothing bus 
what is equally for our good as fc»r his honour * I, 
How inexcufablyunjuft and ungrateful are we^ our- 

fclves 
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feires being judges, if we comply not with his dc- 
mands for a blefling fo ineftimable ? whilft every k^xi^ 
own confcience teUs them, it had been a very cheap 
purchafe upon any terms, that would have left us in 
the pofieflion of our enjoyments as Proteftants and 
Chnftians as we are at this day.i Let us then make 
him our praife who hath been our God *, by doing 
all that he hath commanded us, and by appearing 
for his honour as he hath appeared for our joy. 

3. Did we not in our diftreiTes promt fe and engage 
for all that God requires ? From an inward convic- 
tion that our dangers were the fiiiit of our difobe- 
dience, did we not folentinly declare that we would 
not tranfgrels as we had done? that if the Lord 
would be on our fide, that he (hould be our God ? 
was not this the very language of our pangs and our 
prayers ? when we acknowleged that our fins were 
the caufe of our fufferings, did we not promife re- 
pentance? when we fought for viftory, did we not 
voW'prdfe, when it was granted ? we looked on our- 
felves, and very truly, as upon the brink of the pit ; 
and pleaded withGod,by diredtion^fromthe throne, as' 
thole who were juft entring into it, in the language 
of the children oi Ifrael^ deliver us only we pray thee 
ibis di^ f. " Lard try us once more ; rcfcue us at 
ibis timcj and from /bis danger!" And could this^ 
be uttered with any fincericy or profpeft of being 
heard, but as it Was accompanied with an engage- 
ment, *^ that this falvation, if obtained, (hould have 
better effeAs than former ones *, and that if God 
would deliver us, we would glorify him/' Now, 
hath he not forprizingly anfwered our prayers ? jdo 
we not at this time triumph beyond our own expefta* 
tion in the enjoyment of our tender Sovereign, in 
the refurreftion of our almoft-loft privileges, and the 
reftoration of that fommary bleflfing, p::ace in our 
borders ? and doth not conmion juftice plead for the 

performing 
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performing our vows to God, upon his granting u^ 
the requefts of our lips ? There is Ibmething fliock* 
ing to our natural principles in the charadlers given 
of the Jews, that they were children in whom was no 
faitb^ no fidelity or truth f : wherein there is a re- 
ference to the many promifes they had made to God 
in their profeflions of repentance, which they took 
no t:are to fulfil : from thence they are branded as a 
people not to be trufted. Since thefe engagements 
are laid up in llore with God, in the records of his 
own omnifcience, let them ever be found in the re- 
cords of our own conlciences ; that as we have vowed, 
we may pay unto the Lord our God who ought to be 
feared, and hath anfwered us in the day of our di- 
ftrels, 

4. The wonderful afls we arc called to be thank- 
ful for were wrought in our own day and time. We 
are immediately the laved of the Lord. Mofes feveral 
times infifts upon this drcumftance, as carrying greac 
obligation and influence in it, to affeft the Jews with 
the divine appearances for them, that their eyes bad 
feen tbem 0. What was done in the days of our^- 
tbers may defcrve our moft grateful acknowlege- 
ments : fince all the bkHings that we enjoy may be 
tranfmitted to us by that means. But, as Mofes faiths 
when our awn rfes have feen the great oBs of the 
Lor4% we are peculiarly criminal if they are not re- 
membred to his honour. We have no pretence of 
que^ohing the truth of what we this day cekbrate,^ 
both as to the diftreis the nation was in, and our do^ 
liverance out of it. For.it was we that felt the pain 
and the terror : it was immediately our captivity that 
God turned away : it was our fouls that have efcaped 
out of the fnare of the fowler : we ourfehes eat the 
Intter bread, and drank the cup of aftoniOiment. 
Our wounds ftiU bleed ; the alarms of war are not 
out of our ears;. It was but the other day the cry, 
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the dreadful cry was, that the enemy, a rufEan force, 
was approaching our city,^ formid^Ie for number, 
fluftied with viftory, winged with refolution, cpnfi- 
dent of fiiccefs, fired with rage, thirfting for blood 
from their very religion — a third of all others the 
moft infatiablc. Was not every heart here appalcd ? 
did not every face here gather blacknefs ? ana have 
we forgot our anguifh ! have we loft the fenfe of our 
niifery, the wormwood and the gall ! or is it not 
frejh enough to bow down our fouls within us upon 
refledlion ? We our/elves arc witnefles for God j of 
the truth and tendernefs of his Providence ; of bis 
being the Lord of hofts ; rcftrainmg the power, li- 
miting the malice, (tilling the rage of feditious and 
unquiet fpirits ; that he is a fhelter from the ftqrm 
and a covert from the tempcft; everyway qualified, 
and that he only is qualified, by the perfeftion of wit 
dom, power, and goodnefs, to be the ftay, the truft, 
the confidence of his people, whatever be tjie clouds 
that gather and the ftorms that hang over their heads. 
God forbid! that our peace, hutjuft reftored, (hoqld 
be already funk into an ungrateful fecurity. What 
will ever be remembredif not what our own eyes have 
feen, and our own inmoft foul endured I What will 
ever fecure the grateful tribute of our hearts and 
lives, if not the wonders God hath (hewn to «j, and 
the great things wrought immediately for us! O I^rd 
God of Ifrael! keep this for ever in the imagination 
of the tjioughts of our hearts, and eftablilh them 
forthyfclf!. 

5. We are but upon trial as to the peace and lafety 
that we now enjoy. . We may foon .be in troutm 
^gain. Th^ endearing appearance of Providence wc 
this day commemorate, renders, us not a jot leis de- 
pendent on GcKi ; nor can.wefrpmthepce abfojutely 
;nfer a longer uninierrupted .Mfljs:(riQn of wr mafe of 
i)lc(rings. ' He is equally the detence ani the di'fp6(eir 
of our glory and felicity, as, the reftorer of it. There 
I arc 
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are a fii/Hcient number of thofe fons of 'Belial in our 
own borders, ready to come out againft us, left tb 
prove us. So that without a prophet amongft us wc 
may fay affuredly, we have nothing deferving the 
name of a fecurity for the continuance of our prefenc 
happy circumftance, but the favour of the Almighty : 
and that very much depends upon the grateful returns 
we make him for his late fignal appearances. If after 
God hath given us fuch a deliverance as this, there 
fhould be with us, tven with uSj the fame fins againfl: 
the Lord our God as before, all the profeffions of 
gratitude this day are to the guilty but aggravated 
hypocrify, and as a nation fomething much forer 
awaits us than we have yet felt. We can never rnake 
ourfelves believe, if we think, that ingratitude to 
Heaven under our circumftances will be put up. The 
eye of God is doubtlefs upon us to obferve our corh 
duft under fo diftinguifhing a difplay of his good- 
nefi. Our fins were To great before^ as even to re- 
duce our hopes of what we have fince found to the 
greatcft' ebb, and fcarcely to admit of any expefta^ 
tion but the calarfiity we feared. Our land can bear 
no addition to its guilt: let not ingratitude after our 
late marvellous prefervation be thrown into the fcale ! 
'We arc once more put into thepoffeffion of ineftimabJc 
bleflings, given up in our own apprehcnfion as gone. 
How krioVf we, what occafion we mzy foon have of 
rcflcdbnjg oh our returns to God fdr what we have 
lately received; and what influence our faithfulnefs 
"Ob perfidioufnefs as to the vows we made under this 
trouble, may have on our truft or defpair under /«- 
ture ^iftreffcs •, or how far providential difpenfations 
towarck our dear country- may be governed and mo- 
dilfed' thereby? It is rational* juft, and wife there- 
fore, to look upon 6ilrfclves as upon trial, upon our 
behayipur, under tlic eye of our deliverer 5 at whofe 
abloTute uncontroulable difpofal is all th^t we rejoice 
in 5 "who cannot, frorh' the very rcdlitudc of his na- 
■■'■■'£ 2 ■• tur^ 
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turc, the wifdom and goodnefs of his Providence, 
•iut expert and require from us a fuitable return for 
his unmerited aftonilbing favours ^ whilft at the 
fame time he will account the obedient to be the only 
thankful heart. The employment we have been this 
.day called to both by Providence and our Prince, is 
in itifilf the mod pleafurable that the humane miind 
can bt ei^aged in : and the ple^fure of the offerer 
always rifes in proportion to chat devotion and fin* 
cerity, that fccures the acceptance of the Being it is 
offered to. We have had not only the order, but 
the example of our Sovereign, direfting us devoutly 
and thankfully to acknowlege the Almighty, as thiip 
difpofer of viftory, and his goodnefs in giving it oa 
CHir fide i afcribing to omnipotence the whole glory 
of the aftion. An event this is, that hath feveral 
•circumftances attending it to heighten both our de- 
votion and our joy, and to exalt the power and good* 
nefs that beftowed it upon us. Our all, as far as we 
can judge, depended on the decifion of that day : our 
enemies from whom we are delivered were fuch, as 
confidered in themielves, and in the defign they came 
upon, we had, of all others, the mod reafon to dread: 
the aflbred confequences of their fuccefs no humane 
heart can contemplate without horror. Oh ! the fe- 
cial I^hs, the focial tears, that had been vented on 
this day of joy! The vidtory was on our fide very 
cheap, and comparatively unbloody : the flaugbto: 
of our enemies fuch as that for ibme time, I hope, 
they will not be able to rife. O you that are the 
happy partners with me in this day's triumph I Yoq 
who from your advanced rank were likely jSir;^ to fed 
the bloody hands and the wanton cruelty of the in- 
vader ! You who love your Ptiwe, value your Re- 
li^n, and your Liberty, which is the fMPport of 
every thing that can merit the name of Religipn, and 
the. foul ot.a}l enjoyment ; who know the heart ar)4 
^pofifefs the bowels of Patents I You who can diilin^ 

guUh 
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guifli between Government and Arbitrary Will j be* 
tween the fecurity of laws, and being daily expofed 
to die demands of commilEoned Dragoons ! You 
who retain any love of hfe/ have any awifcicnce or 
humanity, let me invite you, let me adjure you ;— 
^O ling pr^es to our God, fing praifes 1 fing praiib 
to our King, fing pr^fcs I For God is the King c^ 
all the earth : and that he hath been near to us, his 
wondrous works declare. 

But let not the devotion and gratitude of our 
hearts be limited to this day ! Should not fiich a 
work of wonder be perpetuated, and the entail of 
praife and adoration be conveyed to pofterity ? l^ 
there any day in the Calendar more deferving an an- 
nual commemoration than the fixteenth of Afrilf 
Oh that it may live with us as long as our bleflings 
laft ! that we may fing of the mercies of the JLoril 
for ever^ and maice known his faithfubds to aU j$- 
nerations. ; 

Let us in gratitude to God teflify we duly yalue 
and efteem the bleflings his hand hath fecured to us, 
by doing what we can towards their continuance, and 
tranfmitting them down to others. And next to 
eyery one's amending their own ways, wherein they 
have not been good •, let us ftudy the things that 
make for a general peace. We have lately feen the 
advantages and neceffity of union amongft Proteftants 
. in the moft lively manner ; what an handle our ene- 
mies have made of our divifions, as we were toki 
they were a confiderable encouragement, and even 
looked on as an invitation to the late impudent in- 
' vafion. Thanks be to God, that however through 
the arts of our ene^iies at home we were before fplic 
into parties, and however confident they were fi:ofn 
thence, that we were weary of the beft of Priuces 
and Governments, and were ripe and ready for bonds 
and chains ; that ihty found the hartjbaking of our 
prince's crown and throne was a fummoning of the 

hearts, 
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hearts, the purie3,. and hands of all his faithful Tub* 
jefts, towards the eftablifhing him in his rightful and 
happy poflcffio!) of them. God hath rraored our 
peace at home*; after he had fhewn us the worth of 
it by tt ditadful interruption. Fellow Proteftants! 
let us not viliiy or depreciate the ineftimable blcf- 
:flng, by licking lip the poilbn our enemies may lay 
ibr us ;' by becoming their echo in the propagating 
their infeftious lies,' and tbeir mean tools, who are 
but tools themfelves, in fomenting any differences 
fcetwcen our King and his people. Or between lubjedt 
-and fubjeft. When God hath thus 'ipoke peace to 
U3, let not us upon the peril of bafe ingratitude turn 
«gain.tothcfe.our former follies. ' 

The inftrumeht of our glorious deliverance is moft 
juftly magnified in the fight of the people. Roufcd 
by bold inlblt, and injurious rage, he hath irt love 
to his country waded through toils fuccefTive, to 
•fliew fatthkfs and abandoned nien the juft refent- 
ments of an injured ftate. What better caufe coiild 

• caU his virtues forth ? or on what jufter caufe could 
•Heaven fmile ? M^y ft ever be faid, as he fhall be 

employed, that he hath wrought with God ; that his 

• fwbrd is the fword of juftice, employed and guided 
by Providence i and, lioth in his views and fuccefles, 
that he is the fcouige of the oppreflbr, and the ide- 
liverer of the opprefTed ! He hath truly won the 
honours he wears, and deferves as much of Ks 
country, for his years, as they can pay him. But 
whilft we fmg the Sword of the Duke, let us not 
forget the Sword of the Lord, or that fovereign 
agency from whence his conduft, courage, zeal, and 
fucceffes were derived, and that fovereign pleafure 
uppn which the continuance of ' thqfe fingular ralerits 
to* him, and of his valuable life to us, depends. 
May his fenfc of 'Providence, foV'inward peace from 
inward virtue, add ftrcngth to the warrior's arm, 

intrepidity 
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intrepidity to his heart, and feoire the Almighty for 
his fliicld r 

• Toclofe. When we are delighting ourfelvifes -in 
the bleflings of Providence, fitting free from diftur- 
bances from others, free from the diftrefles of our 
6wn minds, fecure in our propertied, lives, and liber- 
ties, as far ^ the protedion. of a Government can 
eactcnd. Oh let us remember J how can we forget I 
the deliverance we are now celebrating. Bleft be 
the hand divine that hath given us peace, reftored 
bur joys, and pur right to enjoyment, which barba- 
jous rapine had almoft torn away! May the high 
praifes of God be continually in our mouths ! Aqd 
may all that fliare the bleiTings in whkh on this day 
we gratefliUy triumph, join in that elevating Chorus, 
with the fincerity of fupcrior Beings, O give thanks 
to the Lordy for he is good^ for bis mercy enduretb 
for ever I 
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